
Michiga�Q�·s principal meridia n was est ablished in 1815 heading south from Sault 

Ste . Marie on  longitude 84 degrees, 22 minutes, and 24 seconds.  Michiga�Q�·s 

baseline was est ablished east  and west  along what  became t he souther n 

boundary  of  Oakland County (8 M ile Road).  All land s urveyed in Michigan st arts 
 dna tsew ro tsae derebmun spihsnwot eht htiw ,ecnerefer fo stniop eseht morf

north or  south of  t hese lines. Thus “T2 N, R9E” means t he second t ownship north 

of  t he baseline and t he ninth t ownship east  of  t he meridia n.
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5.

Gunte �U�·s Chain was one of  t he main measuring 

devices used f or  land surveying in Michigan.  I t 

was designed and intro duced in 1620 by English 

cler gyman and mathematic ian Edmund Gunte r 

(1581–1626).  Gunte r  divide d t he chain into 100 

links, marke d off into gr oups of  10 by brass rings, 

which simpli�À�Hd inte r mediat e measurement.

6. Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.    - Ralph Waldo Emerson
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G�X�Q�W�H�U�·s Chain
W. & L. E. Gurley , Tr oy, NY
1878 - Mid 20th Century

Courtesy  of :
Michigan Museum of  Surveying

Surveyo�U�·s Transit
W. & L. E. Gurley , Tr oy, NY 1900-1908

Courtesy  of :
Michigan Museum of  Surveying

The Natio nal Park Service and t he Mi chigan Departmen t 

of  Natural Resources & Environme�Q�W�·s Artis t-in-Reside nce 

pr ograms offe r  write r s, composers, and all visual and 
perfo r ming artis t s an opportunity  t o experie nce t he 

natural beauty  of  a Sta t e or  Natio nal Park a nd t o expr ess 

it t hr ough t heir chosen  art f or m. Each year a number  of 

artis t s are select ed f or  r esidencies.  Visit www.nps.gov or 
www.michigan.gov/ dnr  f or  more info r mation.
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Area may include the following species:

Lake Plain Oak Opening (331)  �9
Oak Barrens (332)  �9
Oak-Pine Barrens (334)  �9
Oak Opening (336)  �9
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Area may include the following species:

Beech, Sugar, Maple, Basswood (4121)  �9
White Oak, Black Oak, Hickory (4122)  �9
Black Oak White Oak (4123)  �9
Fir, Spruce, Cedar (4223) �9
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Area may include the following species:

Bog (6121) �9
Alder, Willow, Bog Birch Thicket (6122) �9
Buttonbush, Willow Swamp (6123) �9
Emergent Marsh (6221) �9
Wet Meadow (6224) �9
Lake Plain Prairie (6226) �9
Inland Wet Prairie (6227) �9
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Area may include the following species:

Hardwood/Conifer- Hardwood Dominant (41) �9
Lowland Hardwood (414)  �9
Ash (4141) �9
Elm (4142) �9
Silver Maple, Red Maple (4143) �9
Aspen (4146) �9
Black Willow (4148) �9
Conifer/Hardwood- Conifer Dominant (42) �9
Lowland Conifer (423) �9
Cedar (4231) �9
Black Spruce (4232) �9
Tamarack (4233) �9

NOTES:
User s of  t his map should be awar e t hat  it r epresents an approximation 
of  t he native landscape li mite d by available info r mation.  Alt hough a 
wealt h of  site-speci �À�F��infor mation is f ound with in t he survey r ecords , 
t hey do not  allow us t o r epresent much of  t he small scale varia tio n one 
nor mally encounter s in natural enviro nments.  Cover  ty pe boundarie s 

ar e most  accurat ely locat ed along sectio n l ines.  It shou ld be assumed 
t hat  t he accuracy  of  cover  ty pe boundary  l ines decr eases in t he inte rio r 

portio ns of  each sectio n, wher e elevatio n l ines wer e r elied upon.  Small 
cover  ty pes not  bisect ed by sectio n l ines wer e not  included and should be 

pr esumed underrepr esented on t his map.  A small degree of  bias in t he tre e 
species select ed by surveyor s was assumed in map productio n.  Surveyo�U�·s 
bias t ended t oward easi ly marked, long-lived tree speci es t hat  wer e gr eat er 
t han f our inches in diamet er.  A lt hough portio ns of  Michiga�Q�·s native f or est s 

wer e dominat ed by one or  two tree speci es, map users should be 
awar e t hat  cover  t ype codes r epresent dominant tre e 

species r at her  t han t he only tree speci es present.  
Map users should consult  available sources 

t o det er mine t he full r ange of  plants 
and animals one would l ikely  t o have 

f ound associat ed with any  given 
landscape.

Dat a Sources:

Native Landscape*: Mi chigan Natural Features Inve nto r y
*Dat a has been simpli�À�Hd into f our cat egorie s

Base Map Data: Oakland County 

(1234) = Veget atio n Codes f or  Native Landscape Inde x
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7.

The Public Land Survey Syst em (PLSS) is t he met hod 

used in Michigan t o survey and identify  land par cels, 

partic ular ly f or  titles and deeds of  rural, wild, or 

undeveloped land. Its basic units of  ar ea are t he 

t ownship and sectio n.  It is sometimes r ef erre d t o as 

t he r ect angular  survey syst em. Oakland County  is has 25 

PLSS t ownships (5 t ownships wide by 5 t ownships high).

Her e are a f ew common units of  measurement used in 

surveying:
1 r od = 16.5 f eet

1 chain = 66 f eet

1 chain = 100 l inks

1 l ink = 7.92 inches

1 t ownship = 36 mi2

1 mi2 = 1 sectio n or  640 acr es

1 acr e = 43,560 f t 2

Compass
E. & G.W. Blunt New  York, NY

1823-1866
Courtesy  of :

Michigan Museum of  Surveying

4.

Timber Scribe
���������·s

Courtesy  of : 
Michigan Museum of  Surveying

1831 Michigan Map

Seek and Find Critte r s1. Rana clamita ns (Gr een Fr og)2. Melaner pes eryth r ocephalus (Red Headed Woodpecker )

3. Euphydry as phaeton (Baltimor e Butte r �Áy)
4. Ambystoma tigrinum  (Eastern Tiger Salamander)
5. Pyrrharctia isableel (Woolly Bear Catapiller)
6. Erynnis baptisiae �����:�L�O�G���,�Q�G�L�J�R���'�X�V�N�\�Z�L�Q�J���%�X�W�W�H�U�Á�\��

7. Sistrurus catenatus catenatus  (Massasuga Rattlesnake)

3.

Map was creat ed on Mar ch 12, 2010

 Phot ograph Info r mation
A: Bog- Phot o by J ashua G. Cohen;Sta t e Rank: S4B: Bog- Phot o by Brad Slaugher ; Sta t e Rank S4C: Prairie Fen-  Photo by Michael A. Kost ; Sta t e Rank: S3D: Hardwood- Conifer  Swamp- Phot o by J oshua G. Cohen; Sta t e Rank: S3E: West- Mesic Flatwood s- Phot o by J acquelinie B. Courteau; Sta t e Rank: S2F: Dry- Mesic Southern For est-  Phot o by J acqueline B. Courteau; Sta t e Rank: S3

Mor e info r mation can be f ound at : web4.msue.msu.edu/mn �À���F�R�P�Punities/inde x.cf m
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