
OVERVIEW OF THE MAIN STREET 
HANDBOOK & RESOURCES

K a r o l y n n  F a u l k n e r



MAIN  STREETS AND DOWNTOWNS

GREAT PLACES – Pillar of the 
Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy for 
Southeast Michigan

Share in the chat or unmute: 
What do you appreciate about 
your community’s downtown or 
main street?



NEW SEMCOG RESOURCES   

Missing Middle Housing, Opticos

New SEMCOG Resources
• Main Street Checklist
• Main Street Handbook 
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NEW SEMCOG RESOURCES   

Missing Middle Housing, Opticos
Image and Character

Land Use and Zoning 



MAIN  STREET CHECKLIST  AND HANDBOOK

Image Credit: Main Street America



MAIN  STREET CHECKLIST  AND HANDBOOK

Answers the question – How can we apply 
“this” in a Main Street  Downtown context? 

Green Space and Environment



SEMCOG WEBSITE



EXIS IT ING AND NEW MAIN  STREETS  

Madison Heights - A 
downtown in transformation.
New streetscape & new zoning 
ordinance (2025/2024).

❖ Handbook & checklist is not just for 
existing, historic downtowns.

❖ Use in planning new main streets and 
in revitalization.  



Sect ion  1 :  PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE AND SAFETY

CHECKLIST

QR CODE LEADS TO FULL HANDBOOK



Sect ion  1 :  PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE AND SAFETY

CHECKLIST

QR CODE LEADS TO FULL HANDBOOK



1 -  PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE AND SAFETY

Each of the six topic areas 
ends with an
Implementation Page  & 
Resources Page. 



Sect ion  1 :  PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE AND SAFETY

SEMCOG’s Multimodal 
Tool can be applied to 
existing or planned Main 
Streets. 



Sect ion  2 :  LAND USE  AND ZONING

CHECKLIST QR CODE LEADS TO FULL HANDBOOK



2-  LAND USE AND ZONING



2-  LAND USE AND ZONING



IMPLEMENTATION AND RESOURCES  

Missing Middle Housing, OpticosMissing Middle Housing, Opticos



IMPLEMENTATION AND RESOURCES  

Missing Middle Housing, OpticosMissing Middle Housing, Opticos



2-  LAND USE AND ZONING



Sect ion  2 :  LAND USE  AND ZONING

Missing Middle Housing, Opticos

Implementation: 
• Assess Public Spaces: Conduct a review of existing public spaces, including downtown parks and plazas, to 

evaluate their usability and accessibility. If no such space currently exists, consider applying for a planning 
grant through organizations such as SEMCOG, the Project for Public Spaces (PPS), or other relevant nonprofit 
or governmental entities. Convene local stakeholders to identify potential locations and determine desired 
uses for new public spaces.

• Integrate Changes into Planning Documents: Incorporate proposed changes related to public spaces and 
zoning into official local planning documents, including the Master Plan, Land Use Plan, Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP), and Parks & Recreation Plan, as applicable.

• Conduct a Needs Assessment: Perform a local needs assessment to identify opportunities for repurposing 
vacant or underutilized spaces. Potential uses may include outdoor seating areas, public gathering spaces, 
or rear-lot public parking to support main street businesses.

• Stay Informed on Funding Opportunities: Subscribe to websites and mailing lists that provide updates on 
placemaking and public space grant opportunities. Refer to the resource list below for recommended 
subscriptions.

 
 



Sect ion  2 :  LAND USE  AND ZONING

Missing Middle Housing, Opticos

Resources: 

• Planning Assistance Program – SEMCOG’s planning grant for local projects that move regional plans and 
priorities forward. Past awardees and awardee projects can be viewed online. Grant opportunities are also 
shared through SEMCOG’s Regional Update newsletter. 

• Placemaking: What If We Built Cities Around Places? – A free handbook published by the Project for Public 
Spaces (PPS), offering practical tools for shaping the public realm. It includes 11 key principles for 
transforming public spaces. PPS also shares funding opportunities via its electronic newsletter.

• AARP Livable Communities – A collection of resources for local leaders, including how-to guides and grant 
programs aimed at making communities more livable. Topics include parks, public spaces, housing, and 
walkability.

• Main Street America – The Main Street America website features grant and funding opportunities from Main 
Street America and its partner organizations, including placemaking-related funding.

 
 

https://www.semcog.org/member-services/planning-assistance-program
https://www.semcog.org/member-services/planning-assistance-program
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/581110f944272e4a11871c01/638a1fe260f36b92be75784f_2022%20placemaking%20booklet.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/581110f944272e4a11871c01/638a1fe260f36b92be75784f_2022%20placemaking%20booklet.pdf
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/
https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/events-opportunities?type=grants-funding
https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/events-opportunities?type=grants-funding


CONCLUSION

Missing Middle Housing, Opticos

SEMCOG’s Main Street 
Checklist and Handbook 
• Connection to SEMCOG 

resources and technical 
assistance

• Use for existing and 
planned main streets

• Short, quick changes as 
well as longer-term, 
visionary projects 



THANK YOU!

Missing Middle Housing, Opticos

Questions? 
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