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Preserved historic homes-in-Red Lodge, Montana

Main Street Oakland County peer leaders from across the U.S. in Billings, Montana—to share
. - . best practices, strengthen partnerships, and explore innovative
Leadership Participates in ratent lsat |
) . gies for downtown revitalization and commercial
Maln Street Amerlca Fa" corridor development.
Coordinators Meeting in
Billings, Montana

MSOC was represented by Program Coordinator John Bry and

Assistant Program Coordinator Annaka Norris, who participated

Main Street Oakland County (MSOC) is a national Main Street in a multi-day agenda focused on the evolving challenges and
coordinating program with 30 participating county communities. opportunities facing downtowns and historic commercial districts.
This past fall, MSOC joined 42 other coordinating program Sessions explored topics including economic resilience; the role



Historic mine just outside of Red Lodge, Montana

of Main Street programs in advancing equitable, place-based
economic development; and program advocacy. The group also
completed a benchmarking visit to the Montana Main Street

community of Red Lodge.

Red Lodge is largely dependent on being a weekend destination

for recreation, as the community has many natural and historic

amenities, including an abandoned mine just outside of town.
Their Main Street program depends primarily on very

committed volunteers.

The Fall Coordinators Meeting also provided valuable
opportunities for peer learning and national networking, allowing
participants to exchange ideas with colleagues working in
communities of all sizes—from rural towns to urban centers.
Discussions emphasized how coordinating programs can

better support local Main Street organizations through technical
assistance, capacity building, and data-driven approaches aligned

with the Main Street Four Point Approach®.

Participation in this national meeting reinforces MSOC’s
ongoing commitment to staying at the forefront of downtown
revitalization practices and ensuring that Oakland County
communities benefit from proven tools, emerging trends, and
national expertise. Insights gained from the conference will help
inform future programming, strengthen local partnerships, and
enhance the support provided to the Main Street communities

throughout the county.




