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Oakland County Senior Advisory Council 
Monday, October 20, 2025 

10:00 AM –12:00 PM  
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
Chair Cam McClure called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.  
 
Attendance Matrix: 
Dist RC Name Dist. RC Name Dist. RC Name 
1 P Royetta Ealba 

 
2 E Mark Kelly 3 P Suzanne Patton 

4 P Tim Soave 
 

5 P Mary Spearman 6 E Bridget Giampa 

7 V  8 P Ron Ritchie 
 

9 P Ruth Jordan 

10 P Cameron 
McClure 

11 P Sylvia Whitmer 12 P Christopher 
Peal 

13 P Norene 
Yuskowatz 

14 E Judy Smiley 15 P Brenda 
Anderson 

16 P Anita 
Wagoner 

17 P Barbara Seldon 18 E Greg Keeler 

19 A Karen Plants AL E Rock Abboud AL P Martha 
Schlesinger 

SR P Pat Zawadzki 
 

SR P Genessa 
Doolittle 

   

Key: District # (AL- Member-at-Large, SR – Staff Rep); RC = Attendance (P-Present; E- 
Excused; A – Absent; V – Vacant); Name = District Council Member 
 
Others Present 
Stephanie Hall-Carpenter, Director of Planning & Advocacy, AgeWays Nonprofit Senior 
Services 
Ann Williams-Bowman, Epidemiologist, Oakland County Health Division 
 
Roll Call  
There is a quorum (14 SAC members)  
 
Approval of Agenda and September Meeting Minutes  
Both were approved. 
 
Health Division Update 
Ann Williams-Bowman 
 
Hand-foot-and-mouth Disease Season: 

• It is a highly contagious and very common virus, similar to the chickenpox virus. 
• Outbreaks (two or more cases) are common in classroom settings. 
• Infected children should stay home from school. 
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• Classrooms/homes should be disinfected. 
• Symptoms include fever, rash, and blisters (may be anywhere on the body but 

most typically in the mouth, hand, bottom, legs, feet, or arms). 
o Make sure any blisters are covered. 

• A child’s first infection is typically most severe.  
 
Chicken Pox: 

• A varicella zoster virus 
• OCHD is seeing a lot of chickenpox 

o There has been investigation of five cases of chickenpox for adults age 48 
and up this year. 

• You cannot get shingles from someone with shingles, but a person that has never 
had chickenpox or the chickenpox vaccine can get chickenpox from a person 
with shingles. And a person can get shingles from someone with chickenpox. 
 

Flu Season: 
• Flu season has started, and it goes until April (depending on the severity of the 

season). 
• There have been less than 25 cases and no deaths, but we are early in the 

season. 
• Get your flu shots if you haven’t already done so. 

 
Arbovirus: 

• You can get an Arbovirus from a mosquito, tick, shoofly or any type of arthropod. 
• There has been a slight increase in Arboviruses. Warm weather speeds up 

mosquito development and increases populations. 
• Be sure to be mindful of mosquitoes when going outside. West Nile virus is most 

active from late summer to early fall with highest transmission from July through 
September. Be sure to practice prevention. 

 
Long-Term Care Guidance: 
Long-term Care guidance was updated in October 2025. PowerPoint with more 
information was shared. 
 
Legislative Update 
Stephanie Hall-Carpenter 
 
FY2026 Budget Updates 
 
State 

• After one of the most compressed budget processes in years, on September 
30th, the day a shutdown was to take place if the state legislature didn’t pass a 
state budget Governor Whitmer signed into law an appropriations bill that the 
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state legislature passed this pass March, which allowed the government to 
continue operations. As has been mentioned in the past, the state cannot run on 
a continuing resolution (CR)., like the federal government can, but the passage of 
this appropriations bill was a workaround solution that allowed critical operations 
to remain open for a week to allow the state legislature more time to pass a 
FY2026 budget. Then, on October 3rd a final budget was agreed upon between 
the house and senate and on October 7th Governor Whitmer signed into law 
HB4706, successfully averting a statewide government shut down. 

• In the final FY2026 budget there was unfortunately no inclusion of the $1.2 
million in increased funding for home-delivered meals, or the $14.4 million MI 
Choice risk pool, both of which were included in the proposed senate budget.  
Also, the direct care agency overhead cut, which would have cut administrative 
costs to agencies that employ direct care workers by $25.7 million statewide, was 
not included in the final budget. This was a win for aging network advocates 
because this cut would have impacted MI Choice providers. 

• Also, included with the passage of FY’26 budget bill was the passage of the 
FY2025 supplemental, which includes funding for the minimum wage and Earned 
Sick Time Act, needed to make the MI Choice program whole, along with the 
home and community-based services RPA funding, which will support MI Choice 
through a variety of infrastructure funding, such as supporting electronic visit 
verification, along with funding for a pilot project to look at how to more 
adequately address high-cost individual. 

• Ultimately, the House wanted a smaller state budget, which they succeeded in as 
the FY2026 budget is less than the previous years, and Senate democrats 
wanted to see an increase in the K-12 budget which we do see in the final 
budget, and the Governor wanted roads funding, which did fall shy of the $3 
billion, but still included in the final. As it relates to the impact of the federal 
reconciliation bill, or the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, there was a significant 
reduction in the funding appropriated to MDHHS, mostly coming from the cut to 
provider taxes, but no cuts to MI Choice and in fact, there was an increase in MI 
Choice line item, which is attributable to the likelihood a needed rate adjustment 
during FY2026. 

 
Overview of Final Budget: 

• Wins for Older Adults and Caregivers 
o Direct Care Worker (DCW) protection secured: The House’s cut to agency 

overhead was eliminated. The $3.40/hour DCW premium pay remains fully 
funded. 

o MI Choice Medicaid waiver strengthened: funding grows from $500.3 
million to $557.6 million sustaining care for more than 16,000 
Michiganders with disabilities and older adults. 

o Managed care adjustments included: Ensuring stable funding for MI 
Choice and related Medicaid programs. 
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o Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) infrastructure investments: 
$54.9 million added in FY2025 supplemental to expand capacity across 
the state. 

o Minimum Wage and Earned Sick Time Act costs covered: Minimum 
estimates $17.2 million directly support MI Choice agencies. 

o Volunteer programs restored: Funding for Foster Grandparent, Senior 
Companion, and RSVP reinstated after House elimination. 

• What was not included 
o $1.3 million increase for senior nutrition services (Senate proposal) 
o $14.4 million MI Choice risk pool 
o Dementia services enhancement 

 
Federal 

• We are currently on day 14 of the Federal government shutdown as Congress 
did not successfully pass FY2026 or a Continuing Resolution (CR) by October 
1st. The center of the standoff is whether to extend enhanced Affordable Care Act 
9aca0 premium tax credits that help millions to afford health care coverage. 
Democrats argue that the tax credits need to be extended and if not, millions may 
see their health costs double, whereas republicans argue that the subsidies don’t 
end until later this year, and there is time to discuss this tax following a passage 
of a CR. 

• At this point, neither side has budgeted, and there is no clear path forward as the 
House is still in recess and has not been instructed to return. 

• There remain vouchers for the respite program. If you know of someone in 
need, reach out to AgeWays. 

 
AgeWays will be moving from Southfield to Farmington Hills, on Northwestern highway 
just South of Fourteen Mile Road. 
 
 
SAC Coordinator’s Updates  
Pat Zawadzki 
 

• If you would like information to be shared at an event about SAC or if you need 
materials for an event - come to Pat (the SAC Coordinator) for information.  

• Do not ask the Board of Commissioners, or your commissioner, for materials or 
permission. 

• Material must be pre-approved before distributing to be sure it does not conflict 
with Health Division and/or County information.  
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SAC Visioning Session 2026 Goals 
Martha Schlesinger, SAC 1st. Vice-Chair  
  

• Each of the SAC members in attendance had the opportunity to share their vision 
suggestions for the three goals on the vision worksheets. Those not in 
attendance will be able to share at the November meeting. 

• Martha Schlesinger will collect the results, and Pat will send the results to each 
SAC member prior to the next meeting. 

• The entire November meeting will then be devoted to discussing and prioritizing 
SAC’s goals and objectives based on the work-sheet comments that were turned 
in on October 20th.  

• Members that were unable to attend the October 20th meeting to present their 
recommendations will be given five minutes to orally share their written 
recommendations with the SAC members in November.  

o This will ensure all members are able to participate in this last step of the 
visioning process and the development of SAC’s future goals and 
objectives. 

• Pat recommened that SAC needs a dynamic that will be a powerful way to move 
SAC in a positive direction. She gave the suggestion of the past annual 
breakfasts - which were well attended where so much information was provided 
for the attendees. What are the big-ticket items going on down the line in 
Oakland County regarding Older Adults? These are high moments and are 
important. 

 
Adjournment 
Cam McClure called for adjournment and announced the next meeting date and time. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
VIRTUAL 

Monday, November 17, 2025  
10 AM – 12 PM 


