Oakland County Clerk’s Office Instructions 
for Legal Name Change
            The Clerk’s Office cannot provide legal advice

1. Pursuant to MCL 711.1:
1. You must be an Oakland County resident for one year.
2. Children must be over the age of one year.
3. You must have legal custody of the minor whose name you are petitioning to change.
4. Minor children aged 14 through 17 must sign the Petition or complete the Minor Consent to Name Change form, PC51b.  Both parents must agree to the name change of a minor.  If a non-custodial parent does not sign the petition, the proceedings must be served onto the non-custodial parent.
5. If a parent is deceased or parental rights are terminated, you must provide copies of documentation at the time of filing the petition.
6. Name changes are required to be published in the Legal News (unless ordered otherwise by the court).
7. When filling out the petition, you may request the State Registrar to create a new birth certificate and seal the original certificate. Once you obtain an order for name change, and if you were born in Michigan, visit www.michigan.gov/vitalrecords to obtain the form to correct the birth record.  
2. Decide on the appropriate petition form:
a. PC 51 – Petition for Name change: standard form
b. PC 51c – Petition for Name Change and Ex Parte Request for Nonpublication and Confidential Record: Use this form if you have good cause not to publish notice of your name change proceeding, such as you believe publication of the notice of hearing will put you or another individual in danger of physical harm, or at risk of unlawful retaliation or discrimination.
3. How to File with the Clerk’s Office:
a. Completed Petition (form PC 51 or PC 51c). 
b. Completed Addendum (form MC 97a).
c. Completed Contact Information (form MC 505).
d. Filing fee – The filing fee is $175.00 (paid by cash, MC, Visa, Discover, or check payable to “Oakland County Clerk”) unless you have requested a fee waiver.  All fees are statutorily required and are non-refundable if your name change is dismissed or denied.
e. Publication fee – In addition to the filing fee, there is a $116.95 (effective 3/1/2025) publication fee and must be provided as a separate check or money order made payable to: Legal News.  This should be submitted with the petition unless requesting nonpublication by using form PC 51c.  If the nonpublication is denied, and you wish to proceed with the name change, you will need to provide the publication fee at that time.  
f. You may file by mail or in person at:
Oakland County Clerk’s Office
1200 N. Telegraph Rd. Dept. 413
Pontiac, MI 48341
248-858-0582 
	
SECTION 1 – Choose Petition for Name Change

· Start here if using PC 51 – Petition for Name Change.  Once your petition has been filed with the Clerk’s Office, the Clerk’s Office will have your name change petition published in the Legal News.  
· Proceed to “Section 2” if at least one parent of a minor child did not sign the petition.
· Proceed to “Section 3” regarding final name change hearing or determination.
-OR-
· Start here if using PC 51c – Request for Nonpublication and Confidential Record.  Once your petition has been filed with the Clerk’s Office, the assigned judge will review your request and sworn statement.

· If your nonpublication/confidential request is granted by the judge, an order will be filed making your record nonpublic and you will not need to proceed with publication.  A copy of the order will be mailed to you along with information regarding the hearing or outcome if no hearing is necessary.  
· Proceed to “Section 2” if at least one parent of a minor child did not sign the petition.
· Proceed to “Section 3” regarding final name change hearing or determination.

· If your nonpublication/confidential request is denied by the judge, an order of denial will be mailed to you, and you will have the right to choose one of the following (a, b, or c):
a. If you do not wish to proceed with request, you may file with the clerk’s office a notice of dismissal – submit form PC 162.
b. Request a hearing regarding the denial of the confidential record – submit form PC 162. 
i. If you do not request a hearing regarding the denial within 14 days of entry of this order, the case will be dismissed, and the order is final.
ii. If you do request a hearing regarding the denial of the confidential record, a hearing date will be mailed to you.  At your hearing:
a. If your request to make your case confidential is granted at the hearing, you will be given final determination or hearing date for the decision of your name to be changed.
· Proceed to "Section 2” if at least one parent of a minor child did not sign the petition.
· Proceed to “Section 3” regarding final name change hearing or determination.
b. If your request to make your case confidential is denied at the hearing:
1. Your case may be dismissed, or,
2. You can proceed with a hearing on the petition for name change as a public record along with publication.  (Proceed to “c.”)
c. Proceed with a hearing on the petition for name change as a public record and publication– submit form PC 50 ‘Publication of Notice of Hearing Regarding Petition for Name Change’ to the Clerk’s Office within 14 days of entry of the denial order (must also submit the publication fee by  check or money order payable to Legal News for $116.95 to the Clerk’s Office) or your case will be dismissed.
· Proceed to “Section 2” if at least one parent of a minor child did not sign the petition.
· Proceed to “Section 3” regarding final name change hearing or determination.
SECTION 2 – Service on Non-custodial Parent when the Name Change is for a Minor
It is the responsibility of the petitioner to serve the non-custodial parent with a copy of the name change petition, notice of hearing (on the name change petition), and to file a proof of service with the Clerk’s Office.  The Clerk’s Office will send the petitioner a “Proof of Service Packet” including the necessary documents and a hearing date which will need to be served on the non-custodial parent.  Note: This packet must be served prior to the hearing date, or the judge may dismiss the case.

SECTION 3A – Final Name Change Hearing
A final name change hearing date will be set 45 days after the publication is complete. You will be notified of the final hearing date by mail. YOU MUST APPEAR AT THE HEARING OR YOUR PETITION WILL BE DISMISSED.


SECTION 3B – Final Name Change without a Hearing
If your name change is granted without a hearing, you will be notified by mail. Follow the instructions on the notice (form 6CC-NC-02) that is mailed to you on how to purchase copies of your name change order or see section 4 below.

SECTION 4 – Certified copies
Once the signed name change order is filed with the Clerk’s Office, you will be able to purchase a certified copy from the Court Explorer website at www.oakgov.com/clerkrod or in person at the Oakland County Clerk’s Office.  Copy fees are $1.00 per page plus $10.00 for certified copies.  

If your name change is confidential, you may obtain a copy in person at the Clerk’s Office and you must provide your government issued I.D. to show proof of identity.
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