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Waterford School District partners with Oakland County Parks to expand outdoor learning
opportunities

Oakland County Parks (OCP) and Waterford School District have reached a landmark agreement
that will open 79.5 acres of school-owned land for public park use, delivering new recreational
and educational opportunities in Waterford Township.

Under the proposed long-term interlocal agreement, OCP will assume operation and
management responsibilities for the natural property on Hospital Road, just north of the former
OCC Highland Lakes campus. The land will be incorporated into the county park system, while
Waterford School District retains ownership, ensuring the site continues to serve the public
good for generations to come.



The property features woodlands, meadows and natural corridors, offering ideal conditions for
outdoor classrooms, environmental programming and habitat restoration. Importantly,
Waterford students will receive priority access to outdoor education programs at the site,
including field trips, science and ecology experiences, and youth-focused initiatives led by OCP
and its partner agencies.

“This interlocal agreement is a tremendous win for our students and the entire Waterford
community,” said Waterford School District Superintendent Adam Martin. “It aligns directly with
our strategic plan by offering unparalleled learning experiences to our students through direct
connection with nature and hands-on science. We are incredibly excited about the possibilities
this collaboration opens up for generations to come and are appreciative to Oakland County
Parks and Recreation for partnering to bring this unique opportunity to our students.”

The initiative reflects the values of Mission 26, Oakland County Parks’ strategic transformation
plan that emphasizes access for all, wellness and environmental stewardship. Development of
the new park will be guided by these goals, with an emphasis on trails, nature play, seasonal
programming and ecological restoration. A permanent name for the park will be selected in
collaboration with local stakeholders.

“This partnership demonstrates the power of public agencies working together to benefit the
community,” said Chris Ward, director of Oakland County Parks. “We’re grateful for the
leadership of Superintendent Adam Martin and the Waterford School District Board of Education
and look forward to bringing this land to life through outdoor recreation and hands-on learning
experiences for all ages.”

The agreement is pending final approval this August by the Oakland County Parks and
Recreation Commission and the Oakland County Board of Commissioners.
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