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PLANTING TIMELINE & TIPS

PREPARE FOR SUCCESS

FIRST YEAR - PLANTING

SECOND YEAR - BLOOMING

CONTINUING MAINTENANCE

�’ Order plants in late winter/early spring.
�’ Ensure site prep is complete.
�’ Mulch your planting area to keep weeds down.
�’ Pick up plants and plant 12 to 18 inches apart. 
�’ Water immediately after planting and during dry weather. 

�’ Develop a plant list with varying heights and varying bloom times.
�’ Prepare your site by removing existing plants and weeds through sheet 

mulching, herbicide applications, or weeding.
�’ Know your soil and sun exposure.
�’ Develop and maintain a border around your planting for a manicured look.
�’ Contact a native plant nursery or native plant sale to determine timing for 

ordering.

Your native plants will require significantly less maintenance than 
nonnatives. Here are some maintenance tips:
�’ Remove dormant material in the late fall or early spring.
�’ Leave leaf litter in place year round. Excess leaf litter can be gently 
  raked out in the spring.
�’ Pull weeds as soon as you recognize them.

�’ Mulch and weed as necessary around your plants in the spring.
�’ Most native plants will be able to survive on rainfall alone. Water 

only in drought conditions.
�’ Trim back dead material in fall or early spring. Leave dry and 

dormant material for wildlife over the winter.

KNOW THE INVADERS!
These plant species are common ornamental invasive plants that are 
planted in Oakland County. Avoid these plants, and if you have planted 
them, replace them with native plants. Even if these plants are being 
sold at local nurseries, do not purchase or plant them. For a full list of 
Michigan invasive species, refer to the QR code below.

Zebra Grass Periwinkle Myrtle Burning Bush
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For local native plant nurseries, a full native 
plant species list, and more, scan the QR code:

English Ivy
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