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PROCEDURE FOR APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY GUARDIANS FOR ADULTS 

 
In general, a Petition for Appointment of Guardian of Incapacitated Individual (PC 625) is set for hearing approximately 3 
weeks from the date of filing. All expedited dates are at the Judge’s discretion. 
 
To request a temporary guardian, the petitioner must check Box #13 on the Petition and state sufficient facts. 
 
When efiling for the appointment of a temporary guardian and/or special conservator, an additional form must be 
completed and filed with the Petitions for Appointment. The supplemental sheet is entitled Oakland County Probate Court 
Emergency Petition Supplemental Form (PEMH 1137). The form is available on our website under “Probate Court 
Forms: In House”. The form should be used to provide detailed information in support of the emergency request. The 
form must be signed by the petitioner. If the assigned judge determines the matter will be heard immediately, the 
petitioner must be available to testify and answer any questions posed by the judge. 
 
Petitions that request the appointment of a temporary guardian for a verifiable medical emergency situation are 
handled as follows: 
 

• The emergency petition should be efiled with the petition for guardianship, as a separate document – but filed in 
the same bundle. 
 

• The Petition must be completely filled out before it may be accepted for filing. 
 

• The petition must name a proposed temporary guardian who must be available at the time of the hearing. If a 
public guardian is requested, it is the petitioner’s responsibility to locate a willing and available public guardian, 
and obtain their permission before they are nominated in the petition. 

 

• The filing fee must be paid at the time the petition is efiled. The fee is$175 as long as the request for a temporary 
guardian is filed at the same time as the petition for appointment of a full guardian. If the petition is granted, 
certified Letters of Guardianship will be available for purchase for $12. 

 

• Once the petition is accepted for filing, it will be referred to the assigned judge's chambers for a determination on 
the emergency hearing request. 

 

• Ideally, the petitioner personally serves the alleged legally incapacitated individual and interested persons at least 
24 hours before the emergency hearing. Service time requirements may be adjusted and/or waived by the judge 
depending on the circumstances. A Proof of Service should be efiled for all completed service. 

 

• A guardian ad litem (“GAL”) will be appointed by the judge. Generally, this attorney will visit the alleged legally 
incapacitated individual, conduct a preliminary investigation into the allegations stated in the petition, and make 
recommendations regarding his/her best interests to the judge on the record. 

 

• The petitioner or attorney for the petitioner must be prepared to establish a legal basis for the appointment of a 
temporary guardian. 

 

• The court will issue its order after the hearing. If a temporary guardian is appointed, the court will issue Letters of 
Guardianship (PC 633) only after the guardian has filed an Acceptance of Appointment (PC 571) and an 
Addendum to Protected Personal Identifying Information (M 97a). It may be faxed to the court. (The fee for 
certified Letters is $12.00 per Letter). 

 

• It is the petitioner’s responsibility to serve the parties and to make the guardian aware of the appointment and the 
nature of the impending medical decisions. 

 

• A hearing on the full guardianship will follow, generally within the next month. The petitioner must appear for that 
hearing as well. 
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