
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 

These protocols will continue in effect through May 28, 2020. However, if the Governor, Legislature, 
or the Supreme Court issue an order requiring an extension of existing shelter at home requirements, 
these protocols will continue until such an extension terminates. 

Courtroom Proceedings. 

The Court will not conduct in-court, personal proceedings.  Any proceedings must be conducted via 
electronic means, including Zoom video and/or audio conferences, Judge On-Line telephone 
conferences, and similar means, as is necessary. 

Civil Pretrials.  Pretrials will be conducted via electronic means, including Zoom video and/or audio 
conferences, Judge On-Line telephone conferences, and similar means, as is necessary. 

Criminal Call.  The Court will conduct pretrials and sentencings.  Videoconferencing of in-custody 
defendants will continue from the jail.  Counsel will participate by Zoom video and/or audio 
conferences, Judge On-Line telephone conferences, and similar means, as is necessary.  Defendants 
not in custody will participate via Zoom video and/or audio conferences, Judge On-Line telephone 
conferences, and similar means, as is necessary.  If confidential matters need to be discussed as these 
matters occur, the Court will terminate the hearing and allow counsel and Defendants to confer via a 
"break-out room” on the Zoom.  Defendants must agree to this procedure, otherwise these matters 
will be adjourned. 

Wednesday dates are used as a control date for bonders. Chambers staff will reach out to the attorney 
of record to schedule bonder matters via Zoom the week prior. 

Motions. 

Scheduling of Summary Disposition Motions.  All motions for summary disposition will continue to 
follow the normal protocol (i.e., Chambers will issue a specific scheduling order for briefing and 
hearing). 

Scheduling of Appeals.  Hearings on general civil and criminal appeals will continue to follow the 
normal protocol (i.e., to be briefed and heard pursuant to the respective Michigan Rules of Court, 
unless otherwise stipulated). 

Scheduling of Discovery Motions and Motions for Default or Default Judgment.  Discovery motions 
(which do not involve the violation of an order issued during the time period the shelter at home 
orders are in effect) and motions for default judgments will NOT be heard until June 10, 2020 or the 
second motion call after the lifting of any extension of shelter at home requirements.   

Motions to Adjourn.  The Court has already issued or will be issuing amended scheduling orders 
addressing cases in which (1) case evaluation was adjourned because of the shelter at home orders or 
(2) the trial date was during the shelter at home period.  As such, motions to adjourn will NOT be 
heard until June 10, 2020 or the second motion call after the lifting of any extension of shelter at 
home requirements.  The Court WILL consider reasonable proposed stipulated orders to adjourn. 

Scheduling of All Other Motions.  Judge Warren IS accepting praecipes to set motions for hearing.  
Judge Warren will continue his practice of dispensing with oral argument on many motions.  If oral 
argument is required on a motion, zoom information will be sent out to the parties of record Tuesday 
afternoon after 3pm (please do not contact chambers before then inquiring.)For motions 
necessitating oral argument, Judge Warren will hear such via Zoom 



video and/or audio conferences, Judge On-Line telephone conferences, and similar means, as is 
necessary.  The local requirements of seeking concurrence of other parties will continue to apply. 

To view Judge Warren's Hearing Calendar, click [HERE] or visit the following link below: 

https://www.oakgov.com/courts/circuit/Documents/judges/zoom%20calendar/Warren-Calendar.pdf
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