
Oakland County Circuit Court 

Indigent Defense Counsel Appointment-Juvenile/Family Division 

Policy & Procedures 

POLICY 

On September 18, 2019, the Michigan Supreme Court rescinded MCR 8.123 requiring courts to 
establish a local administrative order governing indigent defense counsel appointments. As such, the 
Oakland County Circuit Court LAO 2004-02 was administratively closed. However, the court finds it 

necessary to set forth a policy and procedures for selecting, appointing, monitoring the performance of, 
and compensating counsel who represent indigent parties in the Family Division of the Sixth Judicial 
Circuit, and for the maintenance of records of appointment activity. The Chief Circuit Judge and Circuit 
Court Administrator are responsible to superintend the policy and procedures. For consistency, the 
effective date of this document is retroactive to September 18, 2019. 

PROCEDURES 

I. APPOINTMENT CATEGORIES-MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

Counsel for indigents are required in a variety of capacities in the Family Division. These
categories are set forth below. Minimum training, experience and other qualifications are set forth in 
Attachment I. 

The appointment categories are: 
A. Attorney for respondent(s) in Child Protective Proceedings

B. Attorney for juvenile in Delinquency Proceedings
C. Lawyer-guardian ad litem (L-GAL) for children in Child Protective and Juvenile

Guardianship Proceedings

D. Saturday preliminary hearings attorney
E. Standby attorney for juvenile matters
F. Attorney for juvenile in Waiver Proceedings or Designated Cases

G. Attorney for Respondent in Personal Protection Order violations
H. Attorney for Domestic Cases when a party's liberty interest may be at stake

Attorneys for indigent parties on emergency petitions and attorneys for respondents in Friend 
of the Court Show Causes will be directly appointed on the record by the judge to whom the case 
is assigned. Documentation of these "on the record" appointments will be maintained by the 
individual judge's staff and will be forwarded to the court's business division, where they will be 
included in the court's annual report. 

II. APPLICATION, EVALUATION, LISTING, AND ATTORNEY SELECTION

A. Attorneys seeking appointment shall take the necessary training from the Oakland
County Bar Association (OCBA), Governor's Task Force for Children's Justice, or
another provider.

B. The OCBA will certify a list of attorneys who have completed the OCBA training and
provide the court with this listing.














