OAKLAND COUNTY
MICHIGAN | USA

Be Part of Our Innovative
CONNECTED MOBILITY ECOSYSTEM
Oakland County is the economic heart of Southeast Michigan and a
world leader in automotive R&D for connected and autonomous
vehicles. International heavyweights such as FCA, GM, Danlaw, AutoLiv,
Bosch, Clarion, Denso, Valeo, Ficosa, and Harman have North American
headquarters or business locations here. Oakland County is the prime
location for global companies wanting a share of the emerging world of
mobility, including Google, IHS Automotive, Savari and dozens of others
who opened shop here because of the county’s industry strength.
With 76 percent of the top 100 global auto suppliers having locations in
Oakland County, your company will be fueled by the energy, creativity
and people revolutionizing transportation. Make your ideas come to
life in Oakland County.
Here’s what we’re doing:
R E A L- W O R L D T E S T I N G
Oakland County has the largest existing continuous test and validation
environment in North America, with support from the University of
Michigan’s Mobility and Transportation Center and the Michigan
Department of Transportation.
I N T E G R AT E D V 2 I
Oakland County Connected Vehicle Task Force is implementing the
deployment of WAVE-DSRC and wireless technologies to manage data and
revenue support to fully integrate vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) systems.
For more information contact: BusinessDevelopment@OakGov.com
L I V E C - I T S D E P LOY M E N T
Oakland County’s Connected Car Task Force, in partnership with MDOT,
top OEMs and local road commissions, are deploying infrastructure —
live on-road research — supported by leading-edge legislation found
only in Michigan to rapidly advance the industry and deploy the next
generation automobiles.
W O R K F O R C E D E V E LO P M E N T
Five Oakland County universities and colleges created specific programs
related to connected and autonomous vehicle development.
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Why Oakland County, Michigan?
TA K E A LO OK AT OUR NUMB ER S :

Diverse Technology Expertise
• Oakland County and the region are No. 1 in the Midwest in the concentration
of technology-focused jobs.
• Oakland County has more than half of the Detroit-area’s 3,900 high
tech firms.
• Oakland County’s technology firms are experts in Network/Data, Cyber
Security, Mobile Technology, Digital Media and Software Development.
Global Appeal
• Oakland County is Michigan’s international business address — with more
than 1,000 foreign-owned firms from 39 countries — an international
diversity that few states or even some countries can match.
• Oakland County’s supply chain and logistics network is the pulse
of the NAFTA corridor and a vital hub for U.S. manufacturing and the
sophisticated systems needed to move equipment and supplies.
• Oakland County ranked 13th nationally in total exports, producing $14.5
billion in merchandise exports to the United States, Canada and Mexico.
• 57 percent of all Fortune 500 companies have at least one business location
in Oakland County.
Skilled Workforce Of Designers, Engineers — That Like To Make Things
• More than 20,000 industrial and commercial designers or industrial
engineers in Oakland County and the region — the highest concentration
in the United States.
• Michigan is 3rd nationally in the number of engineering degrees and has
the 4th largest high-tech workforce — home to the only SAE-certified
programs for technical training.
R&D / Innovation Hub
• The region has the first U.S. Patent Office outside Washington D.C., awarding
more than 3,800 patents annually.
• In 2015, Michigan was granted the highest number of Data Processing —
Vehicle Patents in U.S., exceeding California by 40 patents. Overall, Michigan
has the highest percentage increase of U.S. Patents Granted between 2014
and 2015.
• Michigan universities spend over $2.25 billion per year on research and
development — with Oakland County home to more than a third of the
state’s R & D facilities.
• More than 70 percent of Michigan’s OEM parts suppliers are based in
Oakland County.
A Great Place To Live And Do Business
• Oakland County offers one of the best pro-business environments in
the country, contributing to Michigan’s Top 10 status for corporate tax
competitiveness due to its simple, fair and efficient 6 percent corporate
income tax and $500 million in annual business savings through the
elimination of industrial personal property tax.
• Oakland County’s cost of living is 4.7 percent below the national average.
• Oakland County has lower labor costs than California, Massachusetts,
New York and Illinois.
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We Help You Succeed
Our customized services can help you
prosper, including:
 Access to capital
 Incentive coordination
 Site location assistance
 Market/industry assistance
 Three months of free office space
in Automation Alley’s International
Business Center
 Workforce development assistance
Locate in Oakland County and be a part
of the emerging world of mobility.
For More Information:

AdvantageOakland.com

businessdevelopment@oakgov.com

