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Introduction

A Geographic Information System (GIS) is a collection of computer hardware,
software, and geographic data used for capturing, managing, analyzing, and
displaying all forms of geographically referenced information. With a
geographic information system, you can link information (attributes) to location
data, such as people to addresses, buildings to parcels, or streets to a network.
You can then layer this information to give you a better understanding of how it
all works together.

Oakland County continues to advance the use of GIS technology in its daily
activities. The use of this technology is a critical part of public safety, tax and
assessment, environmental quality, planning, and economic development
functions.

GIS Day provides an international forum for users of GIS technology to
demonstrate real-world applications that are making a difference in our society.
More than 70 countries will hold local events such as corporate open houses,
hands-on workshops, community expos, school assemblies, and more.

In recognition of GIS Day 2006, Oakland County and several local units have
assembled the collection of maps in this book as evidence of how GIS
applications help to describe and solve local government problems. Our thanks
go out to those who contributed to this collection.
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