


e Mulch grass clippings back onto the lawn where they’ll quickly
break down and provide free nutrients and organic matter to
the soil. Clippings that are returned to the lawn all season can
contribute up to 25 percent of a lawn’s seasonal fertilizer needs.
The additional organic matter in the soil also will help it to retain
moisture.

¢ Avoid mowing directly to the edge of lakes and streams. Grass
clippings can get into the water and add excess nutrients as they
break down. Having turf grass directly at the edge of a lake or
stream also can exacerbate erosion problems. Long grass or other

vegetation at the water’s edge will help to filter pollutants in runoff,

WATER WISELY: Excess watering not only wastes money, but
can create runoff from your property allowing more pollutants to get
into area waterways through leaching or by soil erosion.

¢ Only give your lawn the amount of water it can actually use—which
is the area limited to the root zone of the turf. Actively growing turf

only needs about 0.5 to 1.5 inches of water per week. Use a rain
gauge to help determine how much water your irrigation system
distributes.

e Light, frequent watering supports healthy grass which naturally
resists pests and disease. The consistent moisture in the soil will
keep beneficial microorganisms active and minimize stress to the
grass. Watering deeply and infrequently actually wastes water
because the water will soak into the soil beyond the root zone of

PESTICIDE USE RECOMMENDATIONS:

e Practice Integrated Pest Management (IPM). This approach utilizes
a system of strategies to keep pests, including insects, weeds and
diseases to acceptable levels (since you can’t realistically eliminate
all pests). This approach minimizes disruption to the environment
and promotes the reduced input of pesticides. Fundamental to
IPM is the concept of “Know what the problem is before you apply
pesticides.”

MULCH IT: Spread mulch, such as compost, wood
chips, shredded leaves, or shredded bark around trees
and plants. Mulch helps to retain moisture in the soil
by reducing evaporation. It also cuts down on weeds
and moderates the temperature of the soil.

DIVERSIFY: Incorporating a diversity of plants into
your landscape will naturally inhibit disease and pests,
and greatly improves habitat for wildlife. Try using a
variety of native plant species—they attract beneficial
insects that will keep away pests.

prevent erosion and improve habitat
for wildlife.

Keep mower blades sharp—dull
blades will tear the grass blade
which provides opportunities for turf
diseases.

Sweep excess grass clippings off hard
or paved surfaces and back onto the
lawn to prevent them from getting
washed into waterways.

the plant and the saturated soil will cause runoff from your
property!

The best time to water is between noon and 4 p.m. during the heat
of the day when the turf is under the most stress.

Learn to adapt in hot weather. Turf in hot, dry weather will

have shorter roots, so modify your watering plan accordingly.
Remember, water that infiltrates beyond the plant’s root zone does
not go to the plant and wastes precious water resources.

Direct sprinklers away from impervious surfaces (driveways, patios,
sidewalks) as this will waste water and cause runoff.

Make sure that you pick a product that matches your specific pest
problem and apply it according to the label’s instructions.

When possible, limit pesticide use by spot-treating problem areas
rather than using blanket treatments.

Keep products off of hard or paved surfaces, such as driveways and
sidewalks.

CORE AERATE: Aeration with a coring machine
will promote a healthy, dense lawn by improving the
ability for air, water and nutrients to reach the root zone
of the turf. This will result in increased root growth and
improved drainage. The fall is a great time to aerate
given soil conditions at that time of year. This aerating
schedule will minimize damage to your turf that may
otherwise occur if aerating is done in the spring.

This publication has been provided to you by:

Oakland County’s 24-Hour Pollution Hotline: 248-858-0931

Call if you witness contamination in lakes, rivers or streams, discharges from pipes, sewage on the
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ground or in surface water, or a large number of dead fish in waterways.
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