
We all live in a watershed—an area of land that drains to a 
common body of water, such as a lake, river or stream.  Oakland 
County is home to the headwaters of five major watersheds and 
contains more than 1,400 lakes.

When it rains or the snow melts, this storm water runoff moves 
over the land and picks up any contaminants in its path.  This 
runoff then travels to the nearest waterway without treatment.  
This is called non-point source pollution.

We can all be part of the solution to water pollution by practicing 
Healthy Habits for Clean Water at home.

Try these other Healthy Habits for Clean Water:

#1:	 Minimize Storm Water Runoff from Your Property
#2:	 Prevent Soil Erosion and Sedimentation
#3:	 Maintain a Healthy Lawn and Garden
#4:	 Plant and Maintain a Naturalized Shoreline or Streambank Buffer
#5:	 Properly Manage Home, Yard and Animal Waste
#6:	 Properly Maintain Your Septic System
#7:	 Properly Maintain Your Boats and Other Recreational Vehicles

To learn how, visit www.oakgov.com/riparian, or call the WRC Environmental 
Team at 248-858-0958 for more information.

This publication has been provided to you by:

Some graphics and photos provided by:  Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office, Michigan Sea Grant, MSU Extension, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Macomb 
County Public Works Office Rain Garden Project, Wayne County Department of Environment,  Huron River Watershed Council, City of Troy, Bloomfield Township and Environmental 

Consulting & Technology, Inc.   A special thank you to Judy Graham of Orchard Lake for the use of her yard for some photos.

Publication design by Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc.

Oakland County’s 24-Hour Pollution Hotline: 248-858-0931  
Call if you witness contamination in lakes, rivers or streams, discharges from pipes, sewage on the 

ground or in surface water, or a large number of dead fish in waterways.
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