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Requirements for Changing the Elevation of Manhole Covers

1. “Adjustment” to Manhole

a. To increase the rim elevation of a manhole cover between the limits of 0”
and 15”, measured from the top of the cone or corbel section to the bottom
of the cover frame, shall be done with concrete adjustment rings, or in the
case of older brick-type manholes, with brickwork. In no case shall the
adjusting rings or total brickwork (including existing brick) exceed 15”.

b. To decrease the rim elevation of a manhole cover within the limits of
existing adjusting rings or brickwork, remove the adjusting ring(s) or brick.

c. For adjustments to manholes in pavements, see Page 3.

d. For adjustments to manholes in flood-prone areas, see Page 4.

2. “Reconstruction” of Manhole

To decrease the rim elevation of a manhole cover beyond the limits of existing
brick or adjusting rings, or increase the rim elevation of a manhole cover beyond
the limits of an “adjustment”, change the elevation of the cone or tapered section.

a. Pre-cast manholes are reconstructed by removing cone and/or straight
section(s) and replacing with a section(s) of such length that the manhole
cover will be at the correct elevation, or can be raised to the correct
elevation by the addition of adjusting rings. In the case of older brick-type
top sections, replace with brickwork. The limit of such adjustment is 15”.

b. Brick manholes are reconstructed by removing all the brick coarses that
make up the cone or tapered section. By increasing or decreasing the
height of the brickwork in the straight section of the manhole, the rebuilt
brick cone section will position the manhole cover at the correct elevation
or it can be raised to a maximum height of 15” by adjusting brickwork
placed on the cone.

Plaster all reconstructed exterior masonry surfaces with 1:3 cement
mortar, ½” thick covered with elastomeric seal and geo-membrane, to
assure complete water tightness.

c. For reconstruction of manholes in pavements, see Page 3.

d. For reconstruction to manholes in flood-prone areas, see Page 4.
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3. Replacement Materials

Materials used in the “adjustment” or “reconstruction” of manholes shall be the
same as those used in the initial construction unless otherwise approved by the
Oakland County Drain Commissioner (OCDC).

4. Inspection and Workmanship

All alterations to manholes owned and operated by the OCDC shall have OCDC
full-time inspection. Contractors shall have in their possession, 48-hours prior to
start of construction, an inspection permit for the proposed manhole alterations
issued by the OCDC. Contractors must also have a $5,000 surety bond and a
$500 cash deposit bond with the OCDC. All alterations shall be done in a
workman-like manner and shall be completely watertight.

Criteria for Determining the Elevation of a Manhole Cover

1. Covers of manholes located in pavement shall be at pavement grade.

2. Covers of manholes located in the shoulder of a road shall be at an elevation 6”
below the adjacent edge of pavement.

3. Covers of manholes located in a drainage ditch shall be at the same elevation as
the adjacent edge of pavement.

4. Covers of manholes located off the pavement and shoulder, but not in a drainage
ditch, shall be at or above grade and visible at all times, and readily accessible
for maintenance in all weather conditions. Final elevations shall be OCDC
approved in the field.

5. Covers in flood-prone areas shall be at an elevation 12” above the highest known
level of standing water.



ADJUSTMENT DETAILS
MANHOLE TOPS WITHIN PAVEMENT AREAS



ADJUSTMENT DETAILS
MANHOLE TOPS WITHIN FLOOD PRONE AREAS




