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SENIOR PLANNING COALITION PURPOSE 
 
This collaboration is being developed to analyze the impact of older adult population growth on 
Oakland County; assess the benefits and challenges that the aging of the population will present in 
the future, begin planning to create a shared vision for how Oakland County can meet these 
challenges and seize opportunities presented by the aging of the county’s population in 2015, 
2020, and beyond; and develop a strategic plan.   
 
The strategic plan will identify existing and needed resources throughout Oakland County which will 
enable local communities to provide elder-friendly services that are accessible and affordable, 
including, but not limited to: housing options; mobility features like public transportation and 
walkable areas; attractive social, recreational, and leisure activities; opportunities for meaningful 
civic engagement; and a strong safety net of social services with choices to support senior 
independence. 
 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

• Collect and analyze data on current senior contributions, needs, and community assets 
• Identify population, service, policy, and social trends affecting older county residents 
• Develop projections of future senior contributions, needs, and community assets 
• Secure community input from older adults and stakeholders on needs and solutions 
• Engage community leaders, older adults, and stakeholders in developing a shared vision for 

how Oakland County will respond to future challenges and opportunities 
• Educate community leaders and the general public on the impact of changes in the senior 

population and the shared vision 
• Plan for the implementation of collaborative action to achieve the shared vision 
 

 
DELIVERABLES 
 

• Documentation of changes, challenges and opportunities presented by the aging of 
Oakland County’s older adult population 

• Projections of future population growth and service demand 
• Key messages on the impact of growing and changing senior population 
• Educational presentation (PowerPoint) on impact of senior population growth 
• Report on the shared vision and recommendations for how to address and benefit from 

anticipated older adult population growth 
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Senior Planning Coalition Partners 
 
Chairperson 

 
Oakland County Commissioner Helaine Zack 
248.546.7392       hzack430@aol.com 
 

 
Oakland County  
Commissioners 

 
Commissioner Marcia Gershenson      
248.808.1032 gershensonm@oakgov.com 
Commissioner Brad Jacobsen 
248.628.759 jacosbsenb@oakgov.com 
Commissioner Shelley G. Taub 
248.858.8870     shelleytaub@comcast.net 
 

 
Oakland County Health  
and Human Services  
Department 

 
Mary Strobe 
strobem@oakgov.com 
Oakland County Health Division Building 
1200 N. Telegraph Road 
Pontiac, Michigan 48341-4457 
248.858.0213 
 

 
Area Agency on Aging 1-B 

 
Jim McGuire 
jmcguire@AAA1b.com 
29100 Northwestern Hwy   
Ste 400 
Southfield, MI 48034 
248.262.9216 

 
United Way 

 
Judy Muhn 
Judy.Muhn@liveunitedsem.com 
50 Wayne Street 
Pontiac, MI 48341 
248.874.1602 
 

 
Oakland Livingston  
Human Service Agency 

 
Marie Verheyen 
mariev@olhsa.com 
196 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 
Pontiac, MI 48343-0598 
248.209.2671 
 

 
Senior Center 

 
Kathy Leenhouts 
kleenhouts@cityofclawson.com   
Clawson Senior Center 
509 Fisher Court 
Clawson, MI 48017 
248.583.6700 
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Oakland County Senior Advisory 
Council 

 
Sally Swayne 
Rubysal58@hotmail.com 
3323 Grange Hall Road #502 
Holly, Michigan 48442 
248.627.2494 
 

 

 
Local Government 

 
Mayor Brenda Lawrence 
blawrence@cityofsouthfield.com 
City of Southfield 
26000 Evergreen 
Southfield, MI. 48037 
248.796-5000 
 

 

 
Catholic Social Services 

 
Kerri Gentry 
gentryk@cssoc.org 
50 Wayne 
Pontiac, Michigan 48342 
248.537.3300 ext. 3811 
 

 

 
General Public 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oakland County Community  

  Mental Health Authority     
  Representative                                   
 
 
 
 
Jewish Family Services   
 
 
 
                                   

 
Lisa Sokol 
lsokol@oriontownship.org 
Orion Senior Center 
21 East Church Street 
Lake Orion, Michigan 48362 
248.693.2066 
 
 
Mary Griffiths 
griffithsm@occmha.org 
2011 Executive Hills Blvd 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
248.858.1210 
 
 
Perry Ohren 
pohren@jfsdetroit.org 
6555 West Maple Rd. 
West Bloomfield, MI 48322 
248.592.2302 
 

 
Steve Sparks 
sssparks@yahoo.com 
132 Griggs Street 
Rochester, MI  48307 
248.652-8473 

 
AARP 

 
Gloria Carlisle 
1287 Locke 
Pontiac, MI 48342 
248.475.4406 
 

 

 
Facilitator 

 
Chris Scharrer 
clscharrer@aol.com 
New Paradigm Solutions, LLC 
Leadership Development 
810.422.8186 
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