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More than $9.14 million dollars of funding are at stake, as Oakland County Commissioners seek to
save the Community Development Block Grant program. Since 1974, the federal Community
Development Block Grant program has provided Oakland County communities with funding for home
improvement programs, transportation for seniors, community revitalization efforts, and numerous
quality of life initiatives. For 30 years, Oakland County residents in 55 participating communities have
benefited from the Community Development Block Grant program administered locally by the Oakland
County Community and Home Improvement Division.

Oakland County Commissioners passed resolution #05046 in support of saving the program and some
Commissioners visited Washington to lobby members of Congress regarding this matter in March. If
you want to assist the efforts of the Board of Commissioners in saving the Community Development
Block Grant program, contact your congressional representative by writing, calling or emailing them.
For more information about the Community Development Block Grant program, contact the Oakland
County Community and Home Improvement Division at 1-888-350-0900, ext. 80493 or visit the
website at www.co.oakland.mi.us/chi.
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e Oakland County Board of Commissioners continues to support efforts that enhance public safety by
investing in portable fingerprint capture devices. These hand held devices electronically transmit finger
and thumbprint information to the State Police Automated Fingerprint Identification System server.
Once the information is submitted and analyzed, local and state law enforcement agencies can identify
an individual in a matter of minutes from the database server.

By saving Oakland County law enforcement officers' time, cutting down on paperwork, and enhancing
the number of individuals that can be checked at one time has added to the efficiency of the IBIS
system. The mobility of the I.B.I.S device is another benefit. The I.B.I.S devices have been funded by
Congress and approved by the Board of Commissioners. Oakland County continues to be on the
cutting edge of biometric technology purchasing its first Live Scan fingerprint device in 1996 and
developing web-based technology to accommodate its use. This gives the Oakland County Sheriff's
Office and other law enforcement agencies another tool to fight crime.
Historic Ellis Barn Gets a New Home
A significant piece of Oakland County, Michigan history will be preserved thanks to state grant funds
and the combined efforts of the Oakland County Parks, Springfield Township, the Road Commission
for Oakland County and residential developer, RBI 33 LLC. The Ellis Barn, constructed in 1883 and
one of Michigan's largest, will be relocated to Springfield Oaks County Park.

Features include an indoor riding arena, 11 box stalls, rack rooms, an office, a horse exercise room and
a mechanical exercise ring. Former major league baseball players and partners in RBI 33 LLC, Kirk
Gibson and Tim Birtsas, donated the park to Oakland County Parks.
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CHARLES E. PALMER

DISTRICT #19
Telephone:  248-435-9391
Fax:    248-435-4477
e-mail: cfp459@aol.com

Dear Neighbor,

Oakland County is a
great place to live, work
and play. This newsletter
shares just a few of the
great services that your
county government
provides.

As your county
commissioner,
I value your input on how
to make the County
better. Please contact me
with any of your
suggestions.

Best Wishes,

Charles E. Palmer
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