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Above: This unknown woman was the
lucky person to christen Thompson
Aeronautical Corporation’s Stinson-
Detroiter Monoplane before its maiden
flight at Pontiac Municipal Airport. (OCIA)
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(Continued from page 8)

heaviest aircraft ever to take off until
1953 was a Kansas City-bound C-47
weighing a total of 26,000 pounds.
Loaded with sheet metal parts from
Pontiac Motors, this aircraft needed
everything available to safely take off.
It was surprising then, in April 1953,
when asked what anticipated needs
General Motors felt would be needed
at Pontiac Municipal Airport, GM
answered “...that no expansion of the
airport was necessary for the Corpora-
tion’s anticipated needs now or in the
future.”

Although the shorter Southwest-
Northeast (4-22) had been extended to
approximately 2,400 feet and paved, at

Pontiac Municipal Airport's first female passenger. (ocia)

a cost of $51,120, in 1950, the 2,500-
foot runway East/West wouldn’t get
lengthened to 4,000 feet until 1956, at
a cost of $300,000, with dedication tak-
ing place in October of that year. This
runway would again be extended in
1973 with its final length reaching
6,200 feet feet in 1977. The second and
shorter East/West runway, at 3,250
feet, was added in 1972.

These runways, in addition to the

North/South (18/36), are essentially
the same today, except for closure of
4/22, as they were in 1956. However,
the overall airport has increased from
392 acres in 1956 to its present size of
625 acres.

Probably not considered in those
days when a DC-3 had to land on grass
are some of the other additions that
have come to the airport, making it
safer and worth more to the area’s

Left: The Ford Motor Company gra-
ciously lent one of its Tri-Motors
Airplanes to add to the airport’s inau-
gural festivities. (ocia)

The ground crew at work. (0ciA)

economy. The most visible evidence
that everyone notices is the hangars,
Today, hangars protect a good portion
of the 800 aircraft based here. Whether
the T-hangars first built by the City of
Pontiac in 1950, or the ones since
added, these smaller buildings have
been a self-supporting source of rev-
enue even since their construction.
The larger commercial hangars not
only store local business and transient
aircraft, they are also centers for main-
tenance, repair and inspections.

In 1967, Oakland County acquired
the 482-acre airport from the City of
Pontiac in exchange for the Old
Masonic Temple building in downtown
Pontiac on Saginaw and Lafayette
streets. Soon thereafter it was
renamed the Oakland-Pontiac Airport.

The first Control Tower was added
in 1960, the same time the terminal
and restaurant were built. Runway
approach and identifier lights were
added a short time later. The installa-
tion of the remote radar, or
“Britescope,” was in 1986. The current
control tower was completed on Oct.
10, 1995.

Finding its Niche

So, it can safely be said, from the

(Please see Airport, page 10)



